PROGRAMME
Advanced Human Rights Courses (AHRC)

Accountable Policing: Oversight and the
criminal justice system

Venue: Zoom (Online)

8 - 12 June 2026.

All times are SAST / (GMT+02:00)
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Day 1

Monday 8 June 2026
All times are SAST / (GMT+02:00)

Time Activity

10:00 -10:30 Welcome; course logistics; opening, course objectives;
introduction to the class exercises
Mr Dennis Antwi
Project Manager: Centre for Human Rights
Mr Sean Tait
Director: African Policing Civilian Oversight Forum (APCOF)

10:30 -12:30 Introduction to key international and regional human
rights standards relevant to policing and criminal
justice systems,

Mr Sean Tait
Director: African Policing Civilian Oversight Forum (APCOF)

Recommended Readings:

Key international treaties / standards:

International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights: https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/ccpr.pdf ; International Covenant
on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights: https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/cescr.pdf ; Convention against Torture and
Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment: https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/cat.pdf ; Optional
Protocol to the Convention against Torture : https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/cat-one.pdf : Convention on the Rights of
the Child: https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/crc.pdf : International Convention on the Elimination of Racial
Discrimination: https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/cerd.pdf : Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities:
https://www.un.org/development/desa/disabilities/convention-on-the-rights-of-persons-with-disabilities/convention-on-the-
rights-of-persons-with-disabilities-2.html: Convention on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women:
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/Documents/Professionalinterest/cedaw.pdf

Key regional (African) human rights instruments

African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights: https://www.achpr.org/legalinstruments/detail?id=49

African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child: https://au.int/en/treaties/african-charter-rights-and-welfare-child
Protocol to the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights on the Rights of Women in Africa:
https://au.int/en/treaties/protocol-african-charter-human-and-peoples-rights-rights-women-africa

Protocol to the African Charter on Human and Peoples/ Rights on the Rights of Older Persons in Africa:
https://au.int/en/treaties/protocol-african-charter-human-and-peoples-rights-rights-older-persons

Ouagadougou Declaration and Plan of Action on Accelerating Prisons and Penal Reforms in Africa (2002):
https://www.achpr.org/legalinstruments/detail?id=42 Resolution and Guidelines on Measures for the Prohibition and Prevention
of Torture, Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment in Africa (Robben Island Guidelines — 2008):
https://www.achpr.org/legalinstruments/detail?id=41

Principles and Guidelines on Human and Peoples’ Rights while Countering Terrorism in Africa (2016):
https://www.achpr.org/legalinstruments/detail?id=9
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12:30-13:30 Lunch Break

13:30 -15.00 Democratic Policing and Accountability
Prof Lukas Muntingh
Director: Dullah Omar Institute University of the Western
Cape

Recommended Readings:

OSCE, Guidebook on Democratic Policing: https://www.osce.org/files/f/documents/5/3/23804.pdf

Bayley D, Democratising the police abroad : https://www.ojp.gov/pdffiles1/nij/188742.pdf

CHRI Democratic Policing; https://humanrightsinitiative.org/publications/chogm/chogm 2005/chapter2.pdf
Common Standards for Policing in Eastern Africa: http://apcof.org/wp-
content/uploads/commonstandardsforpolicingineastafrica3rdedition.pdf

Bruce D and Neild R, The police we want : https://www.justiceinitiative.org/uploads/96420f9e-1d5e-4b17-98b7-
c30cc1027d6¢/Handbook  full t.pdf

15:00 -15.30 Tea Break
15.30-17.00 National oversight and accountability frameworks.
Mr Sean Tait

Director: African Policing Civilian Oversight Forum (APCOF)

Recommended readings

DCAF Public oversight of the security sector; https://www.dcaf.ch/sites/default/files/publications/documents/CSO Handbook.pdf
UNODC Handbook on police accountability, oversight and integrity ;
https://www.google.com/search?client=safari&rls=en&g=handbook+on+police+accountability+and+oversight&ie=UTF-
8&0e=UTF-8

Report of the Special Rapporteur on Extrajudicial summary or arbitrary executions Philip Alston Study on police oversight
mechanisms ; https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G10/137/51/PDF/G1013751.pdf?OpenElement

0OSJI Who Polices the Police; https://www.justiceinitiative.org/publications/who-polices-the-police-the-role-of-independent-
agencies-in-criminal-investigations
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Day 2
Tuesday 9 June 2026
All times are SAST / (GMT+02:00)

Time Activity

09.00-10.30 Use of force
Dr Stuart Maslen
Visiting Professor: University of Johannesburg

Recommended Readings

UN Basic Principles on the Use of Force and Firearms by Law Enforcement Officials;
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/firearms.pdf

UN Code of Conduct for Law Enforcement Officials: https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/codeofconduct.pdf

Use of Lethal Force by Police in South Africa : https://apcof.org/wp-content/uploads/use-of-lethal-force-by-the-police-in-south-
africa-.pdf

Use of Lethal Force by Police in Kenya: https://apcof.org/wp-content/uploads/the-use-of-lethal-force-by-the-police-in-kenya.pdf

10.30-11.00 Tea Break

11.00-12.30 Regulating & Monitoring Public Gatherings
Mr Clement Voule
Former UN Special Rapporteur on the Rights to Freedom of
Peaceful Assembly and of Association

Recommended readings

Model Protocol for Law Enforcement Officials to Promote and Protect Human Rights in the Context of Peaceful Protests:
https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/4038379?In=en&v=pdf

Protesting without fear : A policy framework to end torture and ill-treatment in the context of

protests” https://www.omct.org/en/resources/reports/protesting-without-fear-a-policy-framework-to-end-torture-and-ill-
treatment-in-the-context-of-protests

12.30-13.30 Lunch Break
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13.30-15.00 Challenges in complying with notification
Dr Japhet Biegon
Adjunct Lecturer: Centre for Human Rights University of

Pretoria
Recommended readings
Guidelines on the Policing of Assemblies by Law (2017): https://www.achpr.org/legalinstruments/detail?id=65
Biegon J et al Domestic Adherence to International and Continental Norms in the Practice of Policing Assemblies in Africa :
http://apcof.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/freedom-of-assembly-in-africa-.pdf

15.00 -15.30 Break

15.30-17.00 Surveillance and its impact
Ms Shabnam Mojtahedi

International Centre for Not-for-Profit Law
Recommended readings
Media Policy and Democracy Project, Cops and call records: Policing and metadata privacy in South
Africa (2020): https://www.mediaanddemocracy.com/uploads/1/6/5/7/16577624/cops and call records web masterset 26
march.pdf
Intelwatch, Recommendations in the wake of the AmaBhungane judgment and beyond:
Cawthra M, Collateral Intrusion Safeguarding Privacy in the age of surveillance ; https://apcof.org/wp-content/uploads/apcof-
research-29-privacy-and-surveillance-web.pdf

Assignment Questions and Logistics
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Day 3
Wednesday 10 June 2026
All times are SAST / (GMT+02:00)

Time Activity

9.00 - 10.30 Criminalisation of poverty and status
Ms Anneke Meerkotter
Southern African Litigation Centre (SALC)

Recommended Readings

ACHPR, Principles on the decriminalisation of petty offences in Africa, https://apcof.org/wp-content/uploads/apcof-principles-
on-the-decriminalisation-of-petty-offences-in-africa-eng-fr-pr-ar.pdf

Advisory Opinion of the African Court on Human and Peoples Rights on the Compatibility of vagrancy laws with the African
Charter on Human and Peoples Rights and other Hyman Rights Instrument Applicable to Africa, https://www.african-
court.org/cpmt/storage/app/uploads/public/5fd/0c6/49b/5fd0c649b6658574074462.pdf

10.30-11.00 Tea Break

11.00-12.30 Basic guarantees around arrest and detention
Ms Nyeleti Baloyi
Attorney: Penal Reform Programme:. Lawyers for Human
Rights

Recommended Reading

Guidelines on the Conditions of Arrest, Police Custody and Pre-Trial Detention in Africa (the Luanda Guidelines — 2014):
https://www.achpr.org/legalinstruments/detail?id=12

UN Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners (Mandela Rules): https://www.unodc.org/documents/justice-and-
prison-reform/Nelson Mandela Rules-E-ebook.pdf

Principles on the Decriminalisation of Petty Offences in Africa (2017): https://www.achpr.org/legalinstruments/detail ?id=2

12:30-13.30 Lunch Break

13:30 - 15:00 Beyond Judgements: Lessons from Public Interest
Litigation on Police Accountability in Kenya
Ms Eileen Imbosa
International Justice Mission
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15:00 - 15:30 Break

15:00 -17:00 Beyond Judgements: Lessons from Public Interest
Litigation on Police Accountability in Kenya
Continued

Recommended Readings

The following reading are available on the shared folder

*  John Akhala & 28 Others v Attorney-General & Others (High Court Constitutional and Human Rights Petition No. E015 of
2024) [2026] eKLR

. Legal Advice Centre t/a Kituo Cha Sheria & 2 Others v Cabinet Secretary, Ministry of Interior Security and Co-ordination of
the National Government & 7 Others; Law Society of Kenya & Another (Interested Parties) (Petition No. E194 of 2022)
[2025] KEHC 5718 (KLR).

*  Joy Awich & 10 Others v Attorney-General & Others (Petition No. E304 of 2024) [2025] eKLR.

. Kenya Human Rights Commission & 8 Others v Japhet Koome Nchebere; Law Society of Kenya & 2 Others (Interested
Parties) (Judicial Review Application No. E082 of 2024) [2024] eKLR

. Katiba Institute v Inspector-General of Police & Others(HCCHR Petition No. E349 of 2024) [2025] eKLR

. Law Society of Kenya v Martin Mbae Kithinji & Others (HCCHR Petition No. E373 of 2024) [2025] eKLR.

. Katiba Institute & International Justice Mission v Attorney-General & Others (Constitutional Petition No. 379 of 2017)
[2019] eKLR.

. Independent Policing Oversight Authority v Siddique w/o Arshad Shariff & 6 Others (Civil Appeal No. E802 of 2024) [2025]
eKLR.

. Independent Policing Oversight Authority & Another v Attorney-General & 660 Others (Constitutional Petition No. 390 of
2014) [2014] eKLR.

*  Attorney-General & 2 Others v Independent Policing Oversight Authority & Another (Civil Appeal No. 324 of 2014) [2015]
eKLR

. Katiba Institute v Attorney-General & 8 Others (Constitutional Petition No. E026 of 2019) [2022] eKLR.

. Katiba Institute v Attorney-General & Others (Constitutional Petition No. 7 of 2018) [2019] eKLR.

. Republic v Frederick Leliman, Kennedy Lenkume, Michael Kialo, Jackson Kithome & Philip Tuimur [2023] eKLR

. In the Matter of the Inquest into the Death of Baby Samantha Pendo and Other Victims of the 2017 Post-Election Violence
(Chief Magistrate's Court at Kisumu, Inquest No. 6 of 2017).

. Lendrix Waswa v Republic (SC Petition 23 of 2019)[2020]eKLR

e African Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights.

. United Nations Basic Principles on the Use of Force and Firearms by Law Enforcement Officials.

. International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance.

. International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.

. Principles on the Effective Prevention and Investigation of Extra-Legal, Arbitrary and Summary Executions.

. Minnesota Protocol on the Investigation of Potentially Unlawful Death
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Day 4
Thursday 11 June 2025
All times are SAST / (GMT+02:00)

Time Activity

9:00-10.30 The Right to Life: The duty to investigate
Dr Thomas Probert
Freedom from Violence Programme
Centre for Human Rights, UP

Recommended Readings

General Comment No. 3 on the African Charter: The Right to Life (Article 4) (2015):
https://www.achpr.org/legalinstruments/detail?id=10

The Minnesota Protocol, The investigation of Potentially Unlawful Death
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/Documents/Publications/MinnesotaProtocol.pdf

10.30-11.00 Tea Break

11.00 - 12.30
Preventive Monitoring
Dr Kwanele Pakati
Head of Secretariat: South African National Preventive
Mechanism

Recommended reading

UN Optional Protocol to the Convention Against Torture (OPCAT), https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-
mechanisms/instruments/optional-protocol-convention-against-torture-and-other-cruel

APT NPM Toolkit, https://www.apt.ch/knowledge-hub/npm-toolkit

Gossar AM, Promoting the effectiveness of the South African NPM, A case for Civil Society Collaboration, https://apcof.org/wp-
content/uploads/apcof-research-28-effectiveness-of-the-npm-web.pdf

12.30-13.30 Lunch Break
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13:30 - 15:00 Monitoring and Controlling the use of Less Lethal
Equipment
Mr Neil Corney
Omega Research Foundation

Recommended Reading

OHCHR (2023), “Thematic study on the global trade in weapons, equipment and devices used by law enforcement and other
public authorities that are capable of inflicting torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment”,
https://www.ohchr.org/en/documents/thematic-reports/a78324-thematic-study-global-trade-weapons-equipment-and-devices-
used.

African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights Committee for the Prevention of Torture in Africa, ‘Report on the Production,
Trade, and Use of Tools of Torture in Africa’, 2023, para 32, available at https://achpr.au.int/index.php/en/special-mechanisms-
reports/report-production-trade-and-use-tools-torture-africa.

Essential elements of a torture free trade treaty https://humanrightsclinic.law.harvard.edu/wp-
content/uploads/2022/11/Essential-Elements-of-a-Torture-Free-Trade-Treaty-v3-WEB-A.pdf

15:00 - 15:30 Break
15:30-17:00 State Capture and its impact on Criminal Justice
Systems

Dr Sonja Stojanovic - Gajic
School on the Oversight of the Security Sector

Recommended Reading
USIP Elite Capture and Corruption of the Security Sector s. https://www.usip.org/sites/default/files/2023-02/20230217-¢lite-
capture-corruption-security-sectors.pdf

Day 5

Friday 12 June 2026

All times are SAST / (GMT+02:00)
Time Activity

09.00 -10:30 Parliamentary Oversight
Ms. Annelize Van Wyk
Chair: African Policing Civilian Oversight Forum (APCOF)
and Past Chair of the Committee on Police National
Assembly Parliament of South Africa

Recommended Reading
Van Wyk A, Parliamentary Oversight of the Police in South Africa: http://apcof.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/No-10-
Parliamentary-oversight-of-the-police-in-South-Africa -Lessons-and-opportunities-Annelize-Van-Wyk-.pdf
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Janse van Rensburg W, van Zyl-Gous N & Heinecken L (2022) Parliaments’ Contributions to Security Sector Governance/Reform and
the Sustainable Development Goals: Testing Parliaments’ Resolve in Security Sector Governance During Covid-19. London: Ubiquity
Press, DOI: https://doi.org/10.5334/bcr

Pan-African Parliament (2019) Model Police Law for Africa: https://apcof.org/portfolio-posts/pap-model-police-law-in-africa-eng-

f_r[

10:30-11.00 Tea Break

11.00 -12:30 Developments and future projections: Accountable
Policing, oversight and the criminal justice system
Ms. Anna Giudice
Team Leader : Accelerating Justice, Commission on Criminal
Justice and Crime Prevention (CPCJS), UNODC

12.30.-13.00 Conclusion, wrapping up of cross-cutting issues
and closing remarks

End of Course
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Advanced Human Rights Courses (AHRC)

For more information about the Advanced Human Rights Course on
Policing and Vulnerability,
presented by APCOF and the Centre for Human Rights, University of Pretoria,
please contact dennis.antwi@up.ac.za

Website: www.chr.up.ac.za

For more information about APCOF visit the website at www.apcof.org.za

Twitter
#AHRC2021 _POVG
@CHR HumanRights | @UPTuks |

Upcoming Advanced Human Rights Courses

Civil Society Law in Africa
Children’s Rights in Africa
Right to Development in Africa

Indigenous peoples’ Rights in Africa
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