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Honourable Chairperson and Commissioners,

The African Policing Civilian Oversight Forum (APCOF) welcomes the
opportunity to make this statement in response to the activity report of the

Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Women in Africa.

Honourable Chairperson, as we celebrate the 20t anniversary of the Maputo
Protocol, it is important to reflect on the needs of survivors of gender-based
violence (GBV). As the Special Rapporteur is aware, the Maputo Protocol aims
to foster and promote substantive gender equality, while safeguarding the
right of access to justice by all women on the continent. However, from

APCOF’s work, and the observation of other experts on the continent, it is
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clear that access to justice for survivors of GBV has regressed in many African
countries, including South Sudan, Malawi and Mozambique.' In this regard, we
are concerned about the limited capacity of law enforcement officials to
respond to GBV and its associated impacts in a rights-compliant manner. As
the Special Rapporteur is aware, effective access to justice for GBV victims
requires, inter alia, law enforcement officials to create an environment that
facilitates women’s access to justice, particularly as police officers are often
the first point of contact for women who report GBV. However, we are
concerned that survivors of GBV continue to experience challenges in
accessing critical policing services, as manifested in increasing incidents of
victim-blaming and other discriminatory policing practices in the provision of

policing services to victims of GBV.'"

Honourable Chairperson, APCOF is further concerned about increasing
incidents and cases of GBV in South Africa. As the Special Rapporteur is
aware, the challenge of GBV has reached extreme levels in South Africa,
concerns which are amplified by weak police capacity to respond to GBV."V In
particular, recent findings reveal that, in the Province of the Western Cape
alone, in the past six months, a total of 77 GBV cases were struck from court
processes due to challenges such as incomplete investigations and missing
police dockets.v Insufficient training regarding the management of GBV cases,
delays in the processing of ballistic reports by forensic laboratories, also
continue to act as barriers to the capacity of South African Police Services to

effectively respond to GBV."!

We therefore call on the Special Rapporteur to:

e To again engage states on their obligation under articles 2 and 8 of the
Maputo Protocol to develop and implement measures aimed at
facilitating access to justice by victims of GBV. In particular, we call on
the Special Rapporteur to remind state parties of their obligations to
develop the capacity of law enforcement officials to recognise and
respond to GBV in an effective and rights-based manner, including

through the provision of focused training.



e We also urge the Special Rapporteur to engage South Africa on the issue
of high levels of GBV and recommend the adoption of targeted measures
designed to reduce incidents of GBV, including through strengthening the
capacity of the South African Police Services to prevent, combat and
respond to GBV.
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